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Through this sloop, built at their vard in Les Herbiers, Jeanneau have demonstrated that, alongside
a wide range of products destined for the most eclectic of clients, they can also build larger sailing
boats and incorporate key phrases in their specifications such as elegant lines, optimization of life on
board and performance. An ambitious programme, but one that they have risen to admirably.

Words by Patrick Mouton. Photos by Guillaume Plisson

Above: Twin steering wheels and & well-
equipped instrument panel promote ease of
handling. Electric winches would be warth

considering, especially for trimmming the

fully-battened mainsail

at the 1995 Paris Boal Show, then

resented in a pre-production guise
[
3
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Jj wsoa production model at the
& Cannes and Genoa shows the fol
lowing year, the Sun Cdyssey 52.2
turnéd out o be one of the big
attractions at kst December’s Pards show, It
wis 4 stark change to see her under the hard
light of an cxhibition hall, kaving sailed her
in the late Mediterranean summer. Once
again, Bruce Farr's anagic pencil bus oreated

g hull which, in spite of its relatively wide
beam, has flowing lines coupled with a
tong, but rotally integrated coachrood

e main cockpit is vast and welcoming,
and leads intooa secondary helmsman's
cockpit, housing the two leather=bound
steering wheels, and stretching down o a
large, stepped transom/bathing platform
equipped with a bathing ladder which is
stored neatly under a lifting step.

With Caregory 2 safery equipment, the Sun
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Oilyssey 52.2 15 well-equipped 1o cope with
resting weather conditions. And, her ease of
handling means that the same prepabon is
invelved whether one &5 going for g simpls
pienic in the Porquerclles, or on a fast non-
stop relaxed passage owards the blue
creels of Gozo or Malta.
Aft of the bow, one finds a deep anchor-
locker equipped with an electric windlass,
just foreard of a large bow compartiment
designed to hovse the sail wardrobe, moor-
irig lines, fenders and toys. The deck is fla
without being unaesthetic, allowing éasy
mavement. especially around the mast,
Fhe sidedecks are surprisingly wide and
not at all cluttered. The genoa tracks lie
snugly against the coachroof, In fact, the
sidedecks’ wadth would easily accommo-
date the storage of a couple of sailboards,
surronnded by an easily collapsible dodger,
the main hatch is alse wide, Nothing has
been spared as far as fittings are concerned
distinctively noticeable in the robust solid
weak handrails or the steps, also in eak and
rounded 50 as o ease ascending and
descending the companionway, especially
when the boat is heeled over.

Above: Light pouring in from the saloon’s
ample port lights and deck hatches, further
enhances the spacious feel created by
Jeanneaw's in-house design team. Seating
10 comfortably, the dining area to port is
served by a U-shaped galley to starboard

Opposite, above: Situated forward, the
ownar's sn-suite cabin has ample slorage
space and is complete with a private
desk/study area. Opposite, below: Two
maore doublas, alt - each also having an an-
suite bathroom - complete the accommo-
dation layout

The paricularly spacious cockpit is fined
with 2 folding able, allowing eight people
to dine or have cocktalls in the sun,

The boart tested was also equipped with a
powerful generator, easily accessible from
uncler the coclpit oo, Al the business end
af the cockpir, features inchide the twin
steering wheels, a compass on either side, in
addition o the extensively-equipped instru-
ment painel. Under one of the dished helms-
man's seats are situated the two gas tanks,
the liferaft being housed in one of the lock-
ers in the main cockpit. On the
transomBathing pladorm, a simple pres
surised freshwarer shower 18 msialled for
rinsing-off after diving or swimming

Available with just the two-spreader sloop
rig, the sun Odyssey 522 s fully equipped
featuring twin baclestays, cap shrouds and
feur sets of lowers on a narrow shroud base
which suppen the mast — an option for a
taller mast is availabibe. All the deck gear is
by Harken, the halyards all coming back 1o
the main hatch, easing the setting of sails
The hoat is fitted with mamnal winches
which don't really pose much of a problem,
althougeh an electric wimch would have been
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weleomed o finish wimming the Tully-bat-
tened mainsail.

Aumiliary power aboard the Sun Oddvssey
52.2 comes from an #0hp Yanmar diesel
with a 400-litre fuel tank. The engine space
is accessible from under the companionway
steps, as well as laterally o each side in
the aft cabins

Downy below, one is immediately struck by
the immensity of natural lght. A total of 14
portholes and 13 deck hatches contribute to
the very light and airy ambience created, All
ol this light allows the high quality of the
Blond teak wood finish to be scen. A further
light-enhancing factor is the contrasting
whine deckhead.

The model tested was fined with a large
awner's cabin forward complete with ample
storape space, # double bed and a desk with
d recess o accommodate a porable oom-
puter. A bathroom complees the forward
layoul. Further aft is the main saloon, On one
side is a U-shaped settee surrounding a fold-

DOWMN BELOW, ONE IS IMMEDI
ATLLY STRUCK BY THE IMMENSITY
OF NATURAL LIGHT. A TOTAL OF

14 PORTHOLES AND 13 DECK
HATCHES CONTRIBUTE TO THE
VIRY LIGHT AND AIRY AMBIENCE

ing table, allowing eight people to sit in com-
[urt. Om the opposite side is the galley, con-
sisting of two sinks, an oven, a four-ring hob,
a microwave oven, a frldee, a deep freeze
and 2 dish washer which, if so desired, can
be replaced with a washing machine. Hot
and cold fresh weater is delivered under pres

sure, and the boat’s fresh warter capacity is
1000 litress. Everything has been thought of
with comfort in mind. Air-conditioning and
heating — depending on the season and the
latitude — CDv player, thick cushions aned
carefully-positioned lighting to facilitare
comnfortabde evening reading,

The navigation station is surprisingly large
with significant storage space all around.
On the vertical surface beside the naviga-
tion table is an elecrical panel which,
when opened up, gives access to all the cir-
cuitry which is easily distinguishable - a
great plus when it comes to maintenance.

The two aft cabins are in the classic style
with a double bed, hanging locker and
heads each side. On this version of the
32.2, the layout was intended for three cou

ples 1o live and sail aboard in complete
comfort and sabety.
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Above: The Bruce Farr-designed hull com-
bines racy, Nowing lines with a comfort fac-
tor which leaves little room for improvement

L the nest i.|:|‘_.'. the: mistral, that had moved

in the previous night, had almeost vanished

by midday. Less than 10 knots welcomed ws
once we ventured out into the Bay ' of
Hyeres, These typica! coastal Mediterranean
conditions allowed us o assess the hoat's

pefformEance in spite ol its eagermess 1o ven-
ture further offshione.

I'he engine contrals are set o the .'_'.e'""ki'_.i‘]
sicle. adjacent to the starboard steering posi
tion. At WO0mm, we raced inand out of the
buoys o the entrance wo the port Lo see just
hevw easily the boat manoeuvred - she tacks

in her own length, Beware of the throule
contral, which wis surpnisingly scnsitive,
and also of the poor visibility from the steer-
ing position due o the dodger, which
should have been dismounted for these del-
FEATE MANOEUVTES,

Cnce out inte' the Bay, holsting the headsall
and mainsail were mene child's play, Several
tacks and gybes along with some salling on
all points of sail, demonsteaced the boat's
ahility in the prevalent light airs in spite of
her 1540nne displacement. The bull's fair
ness and the long waterline length were
responsible for her good lipht-air perfor-
mance. In spite of the light alrs, the acks
were gasy and the boat quickly acceferated
up o full speed once again through the
wind. Without doubt, in siromeer breezes
and rougher seas she most elegantly
demaonstrate her true power and potential
Theee hours later, there was absolutely no
wind left, and it was time for us o ellrm
and test how well the boa
perwer, The souncd-p

handled under

oofing and anti-vibea-

iOn measures were more b atleguate —

except of course at the highest throttle get-
tings. The boat moved well returning 3
knoats af 2000rpm, 6.5 knots ar 2500pm and
7 knots at 3000rpo; In case of real necessity,

Lefli Harken deck gear is positioned to give
as much clear deck space as possible.
There are many rig and deck oplions

at 300 the log displayed 8.2 knots with
a vory pledsant wake,

Last bur not least, Jeanneau allows the boat
to be significantly customised with a system
of six different ‘Packs' available. For exam
ple the "Executive Pack' allows For an office
desk 1o be installed (o the owner’s state
oo, The ‘Prestige Pack' includes a com-
pletely teak-laid deck along with stainless
seel deck finings and the option for teak
in cach bathroom: The ‘Performance Pack'
includes the waller mast, previoushy men
tioned, high-tech sails, an oversized
Harken headsail furder, and a Max-Pre p

propeller to deliver more speed and reduce
2 when under sail,

The superior know-how of the Jeannean
vard is thoroughly demonstrated through-
cat, with an aestheric and ultra liveable-in
personalized boat which can completely
match the paricular needs of each owner,
both from a boar-handling point of view,
and the quality of life spent aboard

Ter sericusly compete in the over-50-fect

have had o :ulupr this kined of [jl:[[in:1:-;n:'||'||'_|1,'_
And, when the current order book for the
boat s eonsidered, this goal seems 1w have
been achicved. IJ

SUN DDYSSEY 52

LOW 1530 50k Gin)
LWL 12 7m {41f Bin)
Beam 4 B5m {15 11in)
Draught 1. 8m (57 11in)
Displacement 15 tonnes
Ballast 5.6 lonmes
Mainsail area 47m°
Genoa area 7o
Engines Yarmar T8hp or 88hp marine diessl
Fuel 00 litees
Water 1000 |#res
Design Jeannezu Cesign Team
Mawval Architect Fruce Far B Associatas
Builder Jmanean Newoo
85506 Les Herhiers
France
Tal+33 25164 2020
Fax+33 25167 3765
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